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HOMEOWNER RESOURCE

Installation Day: Preparation and Safety
A practical, homeowner-friendly guide to getting ready for spray foam installation day, and an

honest look at off-gassing, ventilation, and re-entry timing.

A little preparation goes a long way
Spray foam installation is usually a quiet, contained job. Unlike a long framing or finishing project, the actual

spraying is typically measured in hours, not days, which is exactly why the preparation the day before matters

more than usual. A short list of steps on your end means the crew can get straight to work instead of spending

the first part of the day moving boxes and furniture.

The scope of the work changes what preparation looks like. An attic or rim joist project is usually self-contained

in a space most homeowners rarely spend time in anyway, and the rest of the house can often stay in normal

use. A crawl space job is similar. New construction and whole-home projects are larger in scope and may

involve more of the house being off limits for longer.

The day before: what to clear and cover
• Clear a path to the attic hatch, crawl space entrance, rim joists, or wherever the work is happening.

• Move boxes, furniture, and stored items at least several feet back from the work area.

• Set aside anything irreplaceable, like photos, documents, or keepsakes, somewhere away from the job
entirely.

• Cover nearby flooring or furniture with a sheet or drop cloth if the work is happening in a finished space.

• Let us know about any pets. Most do best somewhere else in the house, or with a friend, for the day.

• Mention aquariums, houseplants, or anything needing steady temperature or airflow, we may suggest
moving it temporarily.

• Clear vehicles and driveway space so our truck and equipment have room to park close to the work area.

The crew arrives with a truck-mounted spray rig, protective equipment for the application itself, and everything

needed to mask off and contain the work area. You are not expected to provide any materials or equipment, just

clear access and a bit of advance planning.

Why off-gassing happens, and what it means
The chemical reaction that turns two liquid components into solid foam is what off-gassing refers to: the release

of compounds into the air as the foam cures. The smell is strongest right after spraying and fades as the foam

cures and the space is ventilated. It is a normal part of the process, not a sign that something went wrong. Batts

and blown-in insulation are inert straight out of the package; spray foam is different because it is manufactured

in place, inside your home, which is also exactly what gives it its air-sealing performance.

Our crew wears supplied-air respirators and protective clothing appropriate to the chemicals involved while

spraying, because they are working in direct proximity to freshly applied foam for an extended period. That level

of protection is not something a homeowner needs for the finished, cured foam, but it is a good reminder of why

the vacate period during and immediately after spraying is not optional.
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Honest re-entry timing, per EPA guidance
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Safer Choice program has published specific guidance on

vacating and safely re-entering a space after spray polyurethane foam application. For professional,

two-component systems (the kind used in whole-home insulation jobs), many manufacturers recommend a

minimum of 24 hours before unprotected workers or occupants re-enter the treated area. The EPA is direct

about the limits of that guidance too: actual re-entry time depends on the specific product's formulation, the size

of the job, temperature and humidity, and how well the space is ventilated, and the agency consistently points

homeowners back to the manufacturer's instructions for the exact product being used, rather than a single

universal number.

For professional two-component spray foam, a realistic range is 24 to 72 hours before unprotected re-entry to

the treated area, depending on the product, the size of the job, and ventilation. We give you the specific window

for your project based on the product we are using and the scope of the work, rather than a generic number

pulled from the internet. That range is longer than the 8 to 24 hours sometimes associated with small

one-component canned foam, which is a different product entirely from the professional systems we install.

Ventilation is what actually speeds things up
Once spraying is finished, the single biggest factor in how quickly a space clears out is airflow. Opening

windows where the layout allows it and following our instructions on the HVAC system (in many cases we ask

that it stay off for a period so it does not pull vapors into the ductwork) both help the space clear faster. Odor

intensity is not a precise measurement of the curing process, and some compounds can be present at low

levels even after the strongest smell has faded, which is why we follow product-specific manufacturer guidance

rather than relying on smell alone to call a space ready.

A few groups the EPA calls out for extra caution
The EPA specifically notes a few groups who may need a longer wait or separate arrangements during and

after installation: children (including infants), people who are pregnant or nursing, people with asthma or other

respiratory sensitivities, elderly household members, and pets, which cannot tell you if something feels off.

Good questions to ask before we start
• How long should we plan to stay out of the work area once spraying starts?

• Will the HVAC system need to be off, and for how long?

• Is there anything specific about our attic or crawl space we should know before you begin?

• What is the plan for ventilating the space during and after the job?

• When can pets and kids safely go back into the area?

Sources cited in this document: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Safer Choice program guidance on spray polyurethane

foam vacating and re-entry times.


